
Approved 7.15.19 

OSRC 6.17.19 1/2 

TOWN OF WENHAM 
Open Space & Recreation Committee 

Meeting of June 17, 2019 
Wenham Town Hall, 138 Main Street 

 
 
Pursuant to the Open Meeting Law, M.G.L. Chapter 30 A, §18-25, written notice posted by the Town Clerk delivered to all 
Committee members, a public forum meeting with Open Space & Recreation Committee (OSRC) was held on Monday        
June 17, 2019 at 7 pm in the Selectmen Meeting Room, first floor. 
 
The OSRC was formed in September 2016 and given the following charge by the Board of Selectmen: 
 Work to deliver a comprehensive update to the Town’s Open Space and Recreation Plan (OSRP). Once completed and approved, establish 
a process of ongoing review and updating of the OSRP as appropriate.  
o Based on the findings of the OSRP, work with the Board of Selectmen and other relevant Town boards, commissions, and committees 

to maintain a list of target properties considered desirable for protection for various municipal uses.  
o Work with private property owners and non-profit agencies to identify opportunities to preserve open space and funding sources to 

support these preservation efforts.  
o Work with the Board of Selectmen to identify properties that are better suited for development than preservation and support the 

creation of a strategic plan to address these opportunities.  
o Work to support adoption of planning, zoning, and assessment practices and policies that reinforce the objective of preserving and 

acquiring open space in the Town of Wenham.  
o Provide progress reports to the Board of Selectmen as appropriate or as requested and make recommendations to the Board of 

Selectmen and to Town Meeting regarding the acquisition of open space for municipal purposes.  
o Committee members: Ernest Ashley (2019)/ Water Commissioner; Tom Starr (2019)/Community Preservation Committee; Asma Syed 

(2019)/ Conservation Commission; Ann Weeks (2019)/ Planning Board  
 
• Call to Order - Mr. Ashley called the meeting to order at 7:35pm. 
Committee present: Ernest Ashley, Chair; Tom Starr; Asma Syed; Ann Weeks (A-7:25 pm)  
Not present:  There are 3 open seats on the OSRC.  
Also Present:  Missy Berry, Conservation Coordinator / OSRC Support; Catherine Tinsley, Recording Secretary  
 
• Public Input 
Catherine Harrison, Pleasant Street, was present and discussed the Chapter 61 Policy being brought forth by the OSRC as part 
of the Open Space & Recreation Action Plan. 
Ms. Harrison observed that the policy is very specific and clear, and seems to have all possible aspects, but Ms. Harrison pointed 
out that Wenham Pines did not fall under any of these categories as it came to the Town as a conversion of property without 
sale.  Ms. Harrison observed that due to the possibility of exceptions, and questioned if this was more of a guideline.  
Ms. Syed questioned if a policy document gives the Selectmen more leverage during discussions and Ms. Harrison did not 
believe this was the case with Wenham Pines but it does clearly define how the Town needs to position itself to act in a 
timeframe on chapter properties.   
Regarding the Matrix, Ms. Harrison asked if the Committee if mixed use for a large property was considered i.e. a house lot be 
carved out for an affordable unit or a blend of open space and e.g. senior living.  
Ms. Harrison left the meeting. 
 
• Updates 
o The Cedar Street Bench – Ms. Berry spoke with the Department of Public Works (DPW) Director regarding mowing a 
path for the Cedar Street bench and was told DPW already mows this area and would be willing to mow a specific path. 
Ms. Berry has a message into the Salem Beverly Water Board (SBWB) requesting consideration of an alternate location for the 
bench further from the Road and if additional mowing would be permitted. Ms. Berry has not received an answer to date.  
 
o Regarding the safety concerns expressed by the residents at 52 Cedar Street related to cars parking along Cedar Street 
and accessing Wenham Lake, this is a police issue and the OSRC has no jurisdiction and this is a police matter.  
Lou Randazzo, 52 Cedar Street, opined that the proposed relocation of the bench was on an existing path albeit overgrown and 
noted there was also a great view in this area.  He supported this newly proposed location and noted that there are two wooden 
benches in the same area.  
 
o Trail mapping – Ms. Berry has been in contact with Carol Lloyd to get the mapping up and running. 
The goal is to begin training volunteers this summer for a fall start. The Center for Community GIS needs a $1500 initial 
payment.  
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o The Selectmen will discuss the Chapter 61 Policy at their June 18 meeting. 
 
o Council on Aging (COA) Wenham Connects has an Open Space representative on their Committee who is meeting 
with Ms. Berry to talk about how open space can benefit seniors i.e. walking trails. 
Ms. Berry will write an article for the COA newsletter about the trail mapping guide/project. 
 
o Mrs. Streeter, Maple Street, recently attended a Conservation Commission meeting as an abutter to a project when 
beaver control was discussed by the Commission.  
The Commissioners agreed that there needs to be a beaver control plan before further discussions can take place regarding the 
Iron Rail trail boardwalk.  
The OSRC may apply for an application for a flow device if they determine this is within their plan.   
It was noted that this is a political subject and that beaver deceivers were the most acceptable approach to beaver control from 
the public’s perspective.  The hiring of Skip Lisle, beaver deceiver consultant, was not a unanimous decision by the 
Conservation Commission but ultimately passed.  The ConCom members did not all agree that they were the appropriate group 
to be pursuing beaver control.  The ConCom agreed to wait until after an informative meeting; this meeting has been held. 
 
 Evaluate parcels using the OSRP parcel ranking matrix  
 Open Space Matrix Evaluation Comments 
 Parcel Ranking Matrix 

 
The first property ranked by the Committee was 212 Topsfield Road, 11-20 Acres, Chapter 61A land being farmed. 
The ranking categories of the Matrix included: 

• Drinking Water Resources 
• Natural Resources 
• Agriculture/ Forestry  
• Recreation 
• Historic Preservation 
• Scenic View 

• Links/ Connectivity / Trails  
• Accessibility  
• Constructability  
• Zoning, Legal & Financial Criteria 
• Municipal Criteria  

 
A list of notes and questions associated with the matrix rankings was provided to the Committee to assure the same method and 
reason for the rankings was used consistently across the matrix for each parcel.  The ranking evaluations may be best used with 
the explanation since these are just yes/ no answers without space for comment.  
The weight of the category may be adjusted for individual properties.   
It was noted that after the parcels are ranked for Open Space the parcels are ranked for municipal use; the municipal use must 
ultimately be identified by the Board of Selectmen. 
 
 Edit/Approve Meeting Minutes:  March 20, 2019 & May 22, 2019  
The minutes were deferred to the next meeting. 
 
 Other matters, as may not have been reasonably anticipated by the Chair (Discussion Only)  
 
The next OSRC meeting is July 15.  The Committee agreed to meet at 7:30 pm. 
 
 
• Adjournment – The Committee unanimously adjourned at 9:10 pm. 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted By 
Catherine Tinsley 
6.18.19 
 
 


